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In many cases, no doubt, the best rubber procurable is the
cheapest in the long run; there are, however, cases where
a cheap rubber is not only desirable, but absolutely necessary
if efficiency is to be attained. The use of high-pressure
steam has led largely to the substitution of rubber in                             \>\ ||i
packings  by  asbestos   and   other bodies  which are   not                               'j;> j j>
destroyed by  heat, and where  rubber  is  still used it is                        fHj
eminently undesirable to contract for it without taking into                        ! i <!
due consideration the exact temperatures to which it is to
be subjected. There is more than a suspicion that sufficient
care has not been taken with regard to this point in drawing
up specifications for packings in which rubber is one of the
components, and it would certainly seem that the opinion of
manufacturers of repute might in cases of this sort be
invited with advantage.
The main article contracted for by the Admiralty is the
vulcanized compound rubber supplied in sheets out of which
valve washers, etc., are cut at the dockyards. In the case of
the War Office, the "ground sheet" is the principal article
contracted for. This sheet, in which the soldier rolls him-
self, or which is made to serve as the floor of his tent,
consists of cotton cloth faced with compound rubber,
vulcanized.
In connection with Government contracts, it may be
mentioned that the Departments reserve the right to inspect
the work in progress, though it must be said that the official
visits are neither frequent nor very inquisitorial. Inspection
in the course of manufacture is also stipulated for by some
of the consulting engineers in London who buy for Indian
and Colonial Eailways; it is not on record, however, that
the young mechanical engineers who carry out this duty
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